Post Earthquake Activities 2011
Post EQ Childrens Programmes
A MASSIVE thank you to the many volunteers, organisations and entertainers who worked alongside
us as we delivered childrens programmes after the February Earthquake. The need came from the
immediate closure of all local schools, and the unknown date of their reopening. As a local trusted
agency that provides children and youth activities, we were approached by local parent asking if we
were going to offer anything while the schools were closed. With discussions with Central New
Brighton School and some key leaders and staff, we put together a fun childrens programme, on
school grounds from Monday 28th Feb. Our daily programme ran for 11 days, and over 1500 children
signed in! All this was done with a youthwork staff team of 4 paid staff, 12 key volunteers and over
70 volunteers, who gave of their time setting up, running sports, crafts, painting faces, making
jewellery, looking after bouncy castles, cooking sausages, entertaining, signing children in, chatting
to parents and families and bringing smiles, laughter, and hope back into a scared community. We
had different entertainers each day, including people who donated their time for free from all over
the country! We had very positive feedback from parents, children and the community, and got
numerous thank you letters, and some good media coverage, including Newspaper articles, and TV
Cameras visited us too!
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To watch a home made video all about our programmes, go to this You Tube clip:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JbuZ2qTm0q4

To see a TV3 article about Recreation post EQ, filmed at our Childrens Programmes and talking to
our parents and partners, go to:

http://www.3news.co.nz/Post-quake-trauma-a-major-healthconcern/tabid/309/articleID/201565/Default.aspx

Youth Alive Trust Post EQ Activities

Page 2

Schools Fun Afternoons
Due to the success of the Post EQ Childrens Programmes, we had local schools ask if we could do
something similar for them, as they were beginning to reopen. Children were scarred about going
back onto school premises, as this was where most of them where during the Feb EQ. We wanted to
promote school to be a fun place, a safe place and a happy place, so ran similar programmes and
activities – including all our partners too and entertainers. The whole school would close for the
afternoon and parents were also invited to join in, and the incentive of the free BBQ also helped!
We then went on tour and did 5 Fun afternoons at local schools:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Central New Brighton Primary
South New Brighton Primary
North New Brighton Primary
New Brighton Catholic
Freeville Primary

This catered for approximately another 1500 pupils, plus teachers and families who were also
invited. They were so successful the schools have asked if we’d consider running such event at the
beginning of each year – if we could find funding. Here are some photos and you can see video
footage in the YouTube Clip.
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Silt Shifting & Care Centre

In the emergency situation after the EQ, our regular young people and volunteers got involved in
helping shift silt from people’s homes and helped with the food distribution centre that was
operating in New Brighton. Many of them were involved on a daily basis, and it was through this
activity, that they were able to helped their own mental health. Sometime we would take a van of
young people to help in a particular area, and this included after the most recent aftershocks on 13th
June, when schools were closed for a few days.

They were given no pay or particular reward for their work, but it really made us youth leaders
proud of their selflessness as they were helping strangers. It’s this positive publicity that young
people often miss out on, but being in a group environment was all the motivation many of them
needed.
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Post EQ Football Fest

Many agencies wanted do something positive for the
people affected by the EQ, including celebrity football
stars! A contact of Wynton Rufer had been helping us on
our post EQ childens programmes, and approached us
about doing a special holiday programme for children,
using our community contacts and organisation, as they’re
based in Auckland. We were able to publicise it through all
the local schools, our networks and even take our whole
normal holiday programme for a football fest. Over a 2 day
period Wynton and his coaches used Thomson Park for
coaching 400 children aged 5 – 12 years old. They gave
away free footballs, and free food, and lots of autographs.
Current All White Aaron Clapham also made a guest
appearance! Thanks to our volunteers who helped make
this happen, and hopefully we’ll be able to use this contact
for future events too!
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Regular Programmes

We know the importance of keeping children
in routine and that’s why we got our regular
clubs up and running as soon as the building
got the green sticker and our volunteers
were ready. The purposes of the clubs is to
provide a safe, fun, challenging and inspiring
place for children and young people to go.
Taking children and young people off the
streets makes them a safer place, and more
importantly is safer for the children and
young people! Volunteers are going through
their own EQ related issues, so we are short
in certain clubs, and volunteers are feeling
more frail than normal.

The Clubs have started even more
successfully than normal, as registrations are
higher and there is a closer knit feel to the
groups. We’re looking forward to taking the
groups away on camps to bond further and
take them away from the constant
aftershocks. Youth leaders continue to do
some mentoring, formally and informally and it’s this one-on-one support which is highly valued at
this time. We’re also hoping to reward volunteers for their dedication in a year of stress.
Other regular events included the Thomson Park Skate Jam which we helped run in partnership with
Cheap Skates and Christchurch City Council. Our youth leaders and volunteers helped with security,
hiring the equipment, surveys and interacting with the young people. Approx 500 people turned out
on the day as the community celebrated a return to normality post EQ.
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I HEART New Brighton

Over 1000 people turned up to Thomson Park last Saturday for a
community event which shouts out "I Heart New Brighton". Local
community groups used earthquake response funding from NZCT
to bring out the locals, raise community spirit, and celebrate what
it is to live in New Brighton. Entertained by local bands NiuSeiLAH
and the reformed Smoking Jacket, families took part in Tiddlers
races, face painting, circus tricks, bouncy castles, skating, and
enjoyed the park facilities while eating free sausages, candy floss
and chocolate! "We couldn't have asked for a better day" said
James Ridpath, Team Leader of Youth Alive Trust, one of the
organisers. "It was cancelled last weekend due to the bad
weather, and to have a scorcher of a day just brought the people
out in droves! This was a chance to raise community spirits and
tell the world we're proud to live and work in New Brighton and
we're going to come through these difficult times even stronger".
Marcus Puentener, from New Brighton Project was stoked by how everything worked out, "It
started when Belfast Community Trust wanted to do something for the eastside of Christchurch, and
after a few emails and a couple of meetings with our key local partners, we managed to pull off a
day to remember. We can't take credit for the weather, but if funding permits, we hope to run a 'I
heart New Brighton' event next year too". T-Shirts with the events name deemed very popular and
can still be ordered from New Brighton Project. Big Thanks to the conglomerate of partners and
organisers who made the day happen: New Brighton Project, Youth Alive Trust, Christchurch City
Council, Belfast Community Network, Tiddlers Multisport, NZCT, Youthtown, Skate School, Flying
Kiwi Circus, 91ZM and all those who turned up to make it a day to remember! See video at:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n8kr9HDCxAk

Youth Alive Trust Post EQ Activities

Page 7

Break from the Quake - Auckland
A HUGE Thanks to Youthtown Auckland, Youthtown Christchurch and their sponsors for
organising the recent Break from the Quake for teenagers from Christchurch. We were
privileged to take 86 young people who were connected to our clubs and programmes to
camp Mota Moana, and were treated to an all expenses action packed camp + 8 of our
leaders! We visited the Sky Tower, Eden Park, Rainbows End, Auckland Zoo, Motat, Zeal,
The Viaduct and had a days worth of outdoor water activities! Everyone had an amazing
time! The memories for the young people will last a lifetime and it will give them many
positive memories from 2011. It was tiring for the leaders, but worth it to see the smiles on
the faces of the young people. See the Youth Alive Trust website for the link to watch the
highlights video for the whole week – made by us and with just our young people!
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New Brighton Library Holiday Activities

Our youthworkers started working at New Brighton just on weekends over 5 years ago for
extra support. We were then asked to work everyday after school too, and the security
guard was ditched! After the February earthquake, there were a lack of public buildings
young people could take part in recreational activities, especially local swimming pools,
including QE2. The Council approached us and asked if we had the time and resources to
run activities in the school holidays. We didn’t have the resources to run a formal childcare
programme, but we were able to run daily activities that anyone could join in. This
happened for both weeks in the July and October Holidays, and 3 days per week throughout
the summer holidays.

The Library is keen to see these activities continue, as they have given feedback that it
engages young people in social and sport activities, when they’re often only interested in
playing on the computers. They also agreed that there were less conflicts among the young
people when the activities were an option and it was encouraging more people of all ages to
visit the library.
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Central New Brighton Extra School Support
Particularly since the February Earthquakes and our activities
on their school fields, we became more and more involved in
the schools activities. We worked in partnership with the
church to provide free Emergency Care Packs for all the
families in the school. Money was used from other donors,
and we were just helping to distribute and organise. We took
on another sports team, which included weekly coaching, and
a competition at Hagley Park. We fundraised on their behalf
for new sports clothing and equipment – donated from an
Australian football trust wanting to support the post EQ
activities. We also received $2,500 from the NZ Football
Foundation for goalposts, which the school has never had. We finished the year with a
game against the local Police (final score 5 – 5) and the senior team qualified for the first
time for a Canterbury Tournament. We were active in matching the Salvation Army support
worker to the school and also working with them for a couple of events. We organised a
Dodge Ball tournament, took a Gladiator Inflatable into the school at lunch and were active
in supporting the senior students on a 1 on 1 basis when needed, including school camp.
We also organised a day trip for the whole school and found funding from Variety to take
them to Willowbank Wildlife Park and to see a special Preview Screening of Smurfs. At the
end of year presentation, they awarded Youth Alive Trust with a Community Cup – the first
year it’s been awarded.

Free North Island Family Holidays
We were asked to help find upto 40 people
from local families who were in desperate need
of a family break. The organisers were
providing the holiday to the North Island
completely free of charge but wanted our help
to find the right people. We publicised the
opportunity locally, filtered appropriate
candiadates and submitted them to the
organisers. They are taking the families in
January 2012!

Free Family Holidays!!! We have been given the opportunity to nominate 6 local
families for holidays in the North Island in the summer break! 6 families will experience
a summer beach holiday at Camp Anderson in Masterton from 23rd – 30th January. An
opportunity for upto 10 family members to take part in activities like surfing, quad bikes,
paintball, fishing or just relaxing by the beach. Flights, food and activities are all paid
for, and would suit families with children between ages 6 – 14. If you’d like to be
considered or know someone you’d like to nominate, write a one paragraph explanation
why they deserve a break, and email it too: office@yat.org.nz or drop it into the Beach
Campus at 111 Seaview Road, New Brighton.
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Epic Dance Party
Some of the young people we have contact with through our clubs, schools work and library
work had mentioned to us that their school halls were damaged and they were missing out
on school discos this year. We had the idea to organise a big Dance Party for all the Year 7
& 8’s from the local schools and bring them all together. We invited 7 different schools and
it worked in partnership with Blue Light at a neutral venue. It went down so well we had
calls for EPIC Dance Parties every week. It will become at least an annual event.
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